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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
         
 
Mr Henry Aikman of Aikman Associates Heritage Management on behalf of his 

client Mr Robert Starke, commissioned Dr Ute A Seemann to undertake 

archaeological / historical research into the background of the farm 

Contermanskloof, portion 5 of the farm Kliprug No 198, situated between 

Durbanville and Vissershoek in the Tygerberg mountains some 30km north of 

Cape Town.  

The Tygerberg mountain area was populated by pre-historic indigenous people 

for thousands of years and Khoi-Khoi pastoralists for the last two milleniums. 

Free Burghers and servants of the VOC were granted farmlands in the 

Tygerbergen during the early eighteenth century displacing the indigenous Khoi 

herders. The farmers established vineyards, grew various grains, grazed cattle, 

kept fowls and vegetable gardens, and finally supplied crushed stone for road  

building.  

The earliest survey diagram of the farm named Contermanskloof 

 dates from 1706, when a piece of land around a spring was granted to Floris 

Slabbert. Subsequently more land was acquired until, in 1814, the farm 

Contermanskloof, also listed as Kliprug No 196, now measuring about 910 

morgen under the then owner Thomas Frederik Dreyer who probably had 

erected a T-shaped farmhouse between 1800 and 1814. Subsequently, the farm 

was subdivided several times. The Blankenberg family owned the remains of 

Kliprug with the farm buildings for most of the 19th century. The present owner’s 

forefather John Starke bought Kliprug No 198, Contermanskloof in 1906. 

 

It is suggested that the present farmhouse contains within its fabric the 

original T-shaped farmstead (dated to between 1800 and 1814) and that the 

outbuildings were erected throughout the 19th century. This would have 

implications for any future development applications in terms of Section 34 

of the National Heritage Resources Act (No 25 of 1999). 
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1.   INTRODUCTION 

 
      
 
1.1  The brief 

Mr Henry Aikman of Aikman Associates Heritage Management on behalf of his 

client Mr Robert Starke commissioned me in July 2015 to undertake historical 

research and ownership records regarding the property “Contermanskloof”, 

portion 5 of the farm Kliprug No 198 in the Tygerbergen.  

 

1.2    Baseline description 

Contermanskloof is situated some 30 km north of Cape Town, on the road 

between Vissershoek and Durbanville. Vissershoek, an early VOC outpost is 

situated on the N7, a national road leading to Malmesbury, the Berg River and 

hence to the northern Cape. The farm Contermanskloof is bordered on all sides 

by the Tygerberg mountains, cultivated land and some small pockets of nature 

reserves on historic quitrent farms such as Mont Blanc, Hoogekraal, Ongegund, 

Meerendal, Highlands, Roozeboomhoogte and Vissershoek (Fig 1). The area is 

pitted with farm dams and “blue stone” quarries, worked since the early 19th 

century. 

 
 

Fig. 1.  “Contermanskloof”, on the farm Kliprug No 198, 1998 (Reference: Du Plessis, 
NM,  endpaper, map 3318 DC Bellville, Chief Directorate Surveys and Mapping, 
Mowbray)  
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The geographical co-ordinates of Contermanskloof are 33o48’11.14”S,18o 

35’25.67”E (Fig. 2).  

 
 

Fig. 2.  The farmstead complex at Contermanskloof, 2015 (Google map)  

 
 
2.  HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 
 

2.1   The pre-historic context of the Tygerbergen 

Among the people encountered at the Tygerbergen area during the 17th century 

were what the Dutch called “Bosjemans” (Late Stone Age people, now known as 

the San) and the Khoi-Khoi, who had migrated down the west coast from 

Namibia about 2000 years ago. The latter were nomadic pastoralists, who lived 

in portable matjieshuises, kept fat-tailed sheep and indigenous cattle, made 

pottery and valued body adornments. The Gorachoqua, a sub-clan of the Khoi-

Khoi, used the Tygerberg area at certain times of the year during their yearly 

transhumance migration between the lower Berg River and Table Bay1 (Figs. 3 

and 4). Their temporary settlements, probably also on what was later named the 

farm Contermanskloof have left no archaeological footprints, except in the 

drawings of early European travelers. 

However, their descendants might still be living in the area as farm workers. 

                                                 
1 Worden, Nigel, van Heyningen, Elizabeth, Bickford-Smith, Vivien. 1998. Cape Town, the Making 
of a City. Cape Town: David Philip Publishers, page 16. 
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Fig. 3. Annual Khoi transhumance 
patterns in the Western Cape. (Reference: 
Du Plessis, NM. Page 28). 
 

 
 

Fig. 4. Khoi family on the move (top); a 
Khoi herdsman with his stock (bottom). 
(Reference: Smith, Andrew B. 1993. 
Different Facets of the Crystal: Early 
European Images of the Khoikhoi at the 
Cape. South Africa. SA  Arch. Soc. 
Goodwin Series 7:8-20. 1993). 

 

2.2 The Dutch East India Company (VOC)  

The Khoi-Khoi people showed scant respect for the neatly defined boundaries of 

the newly arrived European settlers, owing their land communally. “The 

Saldahners [sic] again came with thousands of cattle grazing in the vicinity of the 

fort, indeed almost entering through the gate and being kept out of gardens with 

difficulty”2, complained Jan van Riebeeck in his Journal of 18 December 1652, 

illustrating the point neatly. The Dutch were busy establishing a supply station for 

their fleet in Table Bay and the settlement lay directly in the path of the 

Gorachoqua’s grazing routes3.  

                                                 
2
 Worden et al, ibid. page 21. 

3
 Worden et al, ibid, page 21. 
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Less than two decades later the VOC had expanded its hold northwards 

annexing in the process the Khoi’s grazing lands. Outside the Table and 

Liesbeeck valleys, the first farm lands to be allocated were those in the 

Tygerbergen. A much used cattle path led the surveyor Peter Potter in 1658 and 

later in the century Peter Kolbe to explore the economic opportunities of the 

Tygerbergen. From this western road to the VOC outpost at Vissershoek and 

Saldanha Bay a narrow wagon path bisected the Tygerberg hills heading south-

easterly, to meet the road to Roodezand (Tulbagh). 

The economic incentive to expansion of the colony was the need to obtain larger 

supplies of agricultural products for the VOC and its settlement. To this end the 

Company under Simon van der Stel granted freehold lands of about 60 morgen 

or so to Free Burghers, amongst them the farm “Contermanskloof” to Floris 

Slabbert4 (Figs. 5 and 6). At his death in 1730 the farm went to Burgert van Dyk. 

At this time the Company required, besides meat, increasing amounts of grain, 

vegetables and wine. Du Plessis states that grain growing was the most 

successful during the 18th century with grape-growing the next best activity. The 

farmers of the Tygerberg attempted, by trial and error to achieve the best 

balance between grains, grapes, vegetables, fruit and dairy-cattle. As Peter 

Kolbe put it already in 1715: 

“I reckon there are on the Tygerberg hills twenty-two very handsome 

estates ; all of them divided into corn-fields, vineyards, gardens and 

meadow ground”5. 

John Barrow in his travels during 1800 noted with approval the “improvements in 

farming methods (or their application) during the 18th century, especially the grain 

production”.  

                                                 
4
 Surveyor General Cape Town, Cape Freehold Register No 2.52, survey diagram 7/1706 

5
 Du Plessis, ibid.  page 44. 
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Fig. 5.  Contermanskloof farm, top left, ca 
1700. (Reference: Du Plessis, page 36). 

 
 

Fig. 6 Contermanskloof – original survey 
diagram dated 1706. (Reference: Surveyor 
General, Cape Town, Sdgr 7/1706). 

 
A small aside: Contermanskloof farm lay in the path of the retreating army of 

General Janssens after the British landed at Blouberg in January 1806 to occupy 

the Cape a second time. Krynow wrote that  

“op Roozenboom in die Tygerberge [south of Contermanskloof] met die vyand 

nie ver agter hom nie, kon Janssens nie lank bly nie, se het die helle dag op 8 

Januari gerus6 … 

 

2.3 The British colony 

With the incorporation of the Cape into the British Empire in 1806, streamlined 

and modernised administration practices were introduced.  The farms in the 

Tygerberg and elsewhere established during the early 18th century flourished as 

new markets opened up in Europe. Quitrents were converted to registered 

properties by new legislation after 1807, after which investments in property and 

the built environment were more secure and therefore greater business risks 

could be taken.  

                                                 
6
 Krynauw, DW. 1999. Beslissing by Blouberg. Tafelberg, page 107. 
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It appears therefore most likely that the present T-shaped house was built during 

the transitional period, when the Cape changed hands three times. The 

farmhouse appeared on the perpetual quitrent grant of 18147. Hans Fransen, 

who visited the farm in the 1980s, wrote that it was “probably the work of Izaack 

de Villiers before 1800”8:  

“the farm complex … contains some interesting though much altered 

buildings . the homestead is F-shaped, its two back wings very close 

together, with iron roof and clipped gables. It must have had this unusual 

shape from before 1814, for the ceilings on the left back wing are of heavy 

‘Dutch’ model. There are also several fine single-panel doors. The front 

sashes are from the 1850s. adjoining the house on the left and in line with 

it is a row of outbuildings; stable, flat-roofed ‘slave-quarters’ and a well-

preserved fowl run with nesting holes and an elegant little gateway. In 

front of this is a complex of kraal walls (Fagan, page 543)9” 

According to Du Plessis (page 47) Contermanskloof was advertised in the 

Government Gazettes in 1807 for sale “with large vineyards”. It was bought by JJ 

de Villiers and listed as quitrent land in 180810. 

The next owner was Thomas Frederik Dreyer in 181411. 

The emancipation of the slaves (in 1838) was bitterly resented by the Tygerberg 

farmers. Du Plessis noted that “the early Returns (opgrafrolle) show that most of 

the Tygerberg farms carried half a dozen or so slaves … the Tygerberg farmers 

seem to have come through the trying time [of loosing collectively a couple of 

million pounds worth of capital] fairly well, though a few farms did change hands 

at the time …., such as Contermanskloof in 1838”12. 

                                                 
7
 Register page R33.171 -  830 morgen to Thomas Frederik Dreyer in 1814, and another 850.5 

morgen in 1824 was added to his estate (register 34.3110. 
8
 Fransen, Hans. 2004. The Old Buildings of the Cape. Johannesburg & Cape Town: Jonathan 

Ball Publishers, page 316. 
9
 Fransen, ibid.  page 317. The “Fagan” reference is assigned to: Fagan, GE. 1994. An 

introduction to the man-made landscape at the Cape from the 17
th
 to the 19

th
 centuries. 

Unpublished thesis, D.Phil. University of Cape Town. 
10

 Cape Quitrent Register page 1.203 
11

 Surveyor General Cape Town, C.Q. 3-40, survey diagram 275/1814. 
12

 Du Plessis, ibid. page 47. 
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The town of Durbanville grew from a small outspan on the farm Pampoenkraal, 

which contained a freshwater spring. In 1825 a group of Tygerberg farmers 

requested and were granted permission to build their own church. The Starke 

family established themselves in this town and Robert Starke bought 

Contermanskloof in 1906. Wine production in the Tygerberg became profitable 

again in 1916, when wine farmers joined the KWV. In addition, large tracts of 

land in the Tygerbergen were under wheat and oats, there was a little dairying 

and poultry keeping13. The depression in the 1920s and 1930s led to farm land 

prices dropping heavily, but the Starke family weathered the storms well14. 

The descendants of John Starke (1823-1898) have developed Contermanskloof 

not only as a wine producing farm, but also diversified successfully into the 

hospitality and leisure industries.  

 

3.  DEEDS OFFICE RECORDS – the farm Contermanskloof 

 
  
The documented history of the farm Contermanskloof  begins in 1706 with a land 

grant to Floris Slabbert. (Fig. 7).  

 

 
Fig. 7.  The earliest extant title deed, 
dated to 1706. (Reference: Surveyor 
General, Cape Town, Sdgr 7/1706). 
 

 

The farm was listed  as Kliprug No 

196, with the original farm werft by 

the fonteyn  (spring).  

Evidently successive owners 

acquired more land, until by 1814 

the farm measured 910 morgen 

and 471 Quadt (Fig. 8 below).  

 

                                                 
13

 Du Plessis, ibid. page 49 
14

 Du Plessis, ibid. page 50 
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Fig. 8. The survey diagram dated 1814. Note the description of the farm on the right 
hand top corner. Note also the farmhouse, a T-shaped building across the spring. No 
other buildings are noted on the property. (Reference: Surveyor General, Cape Town, 
Sdgr 275/1814). 

 

The farm Contermans Kloof [sic] No 196 was listed in 1814 as Cape Quitrent 3-

40 to Thomas Frederik Dreyer. It consisted of several portions: 

1. “Portion A is the probable situation of two pieces of 15 years Quitrent Land 

2. Portion B is a piece of land Mr Dreyer has endeavoured but appearing 

poor and the Gap [sic] then on the Ground was but indifferent. 

3. Portion C is a piece of land Mr Dreyer has endeavoured to bring into 

cultivation, being of better quality than the forgoing but so full of heavy 

pigments of rock that after great exertion he was obliged to desist. 

4. Portion D appears to be good Arable Land perhaps from 30 to 40 morgen 

but never yet broken up. The remainder is very rocky swelling [sic] 
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Grazing Land, much of it too steep for Cattle, & withal reputed 

unhealthy”15 

It is noteworthy that the present farm Kliprug No 198 Contermanskloof consists of 

almost all the above portions minus a couple of morgen of land on the northeast 

border and at the south west (Fig. 9). 

  

 
 

Fig. 9a. Survey diagram of Kliprug 
No 198 – Contermanskloof dated 
to 1960. (Reference: Surveyor 
General, Cape Town, Sdgr 
292/1960). 

 
 

Fig. 9b. Survey diagram of Kliprug No 198 – Contermanskloof dated 
to 1960. (Reference: Surveyor General, Cape Town, Sdgr 292/1960) 
 

Homestead area ENLARGED. Note the large number of farm 
dams. 

 

The following data represents the owner register of the farm Contermanskloof 

according to the Deeds Office, Cape Town: 

 

 

 

 

  

                                                 
15

 Surveyor General Cape Town, Sdgr 275/1814, remarks on the survey diagram. 



13 
 

Date Area Transferred from Transferred to 

05.04.1824 850 M 451 SR Re-grant Thomas Frederik Dreyer 

25.03.1854 850M 451 SR Estate late JH Blankenberg Hendrik Emanuel Blankenberg 

01.04.1889 850M 451 SR Estate late HE Blankenberg Maria Johanna Blankenberg 

12.06.1896 850M 451 SR MJ Blankenberg Andries Benjamin Blankenberg 

02.04.1906 850M 451 SR AB Blankenberg Robert Starke 

13.12.1919 13 M 521 SR Estate late R Starke James Frederick Charles Starke 

29.05.1920 172 M 180SR Estate late R Starke Harry Alexander Starke 

 

In 1962 the owner of the farm Kliprug No 198 portion 5 (also known as 

Contermanskloof A) was listed as Robert Leonard Starke (born 04.09.1893).  

 A survey diagram 293/1960 was annexed to CRT 11740.1961. 

This survey diagram was cancelled on 19.06.2002. 

 

4. SUMMERY 

 

From Surveyor Generals and Deeds Office, Cape Town records it is not quite 

clear to this researcher who the owners of the farmlands known today as 

Contermanskloof were after 1962, except that the Starke family continued to farm 

the land. They diversified into the hospitality and leisure activity industries and 

continue the over a hundred year old family tradition of making fine wines. 

The main research question as to the age of the farm house and outbuildings, as 

well as the owner history of the farm Contermanskloof were sketched. The 

Tygerbergen farm -scapes and their connection to the VOC settlement on the 

shores of Table Bay have been remarked on as far as the allocated time for this 

research project allowed. 

 

The survey diagram dated 1814 confirms that 

1.  the farm house and outbuildings on Contermanskloof were built 

before 1814 and  

2. the property  belonged to Thomas Frederik Dreyer at the time, 
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3. the road passing the farm house is a secondary historic  wagon road 

bisection the Tygerberg from Vissershoek to Durbanville.  

4. The blue-stone quarries in the area are over 200 years old. 
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