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Gibb Public Participation Office 
By email: orextippler@gibb.co.za 
 
 
 
Dear Ms Parkinson 
 
Re: Proposed 3rd Tippler and associated infrastructure, Port of Saldanha (Transnet Iron 
Ore Tippler 3) – Background Information Document. 
 
CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposed activity 
and wish to make the following comments: 
 

1. The site for the proposed tippler was historically covered by Saldanha Flats Strandveld. 
Although the tippler site has been largely transformed, natural vegetation could still be 
impacted on by the associated infrastructure and services that will be required and this 
should be taken into consideration. Other vegetation types such as Saldanha 
Limestone Strandveld may also be impacted. 
 

2. We will comment in more depth once detailed reports and specialist studies have been 
received. 

 
 
CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information 
based on any additional information that may be received. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alana Duffell-Canham 
For:  Manager (Scientific Services) 

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES 

postal Private Bag X5014 Stellenbosch  7599 

physical Assegaaibosch Nature Reserve Jonkershoek   

website www.capenature.co.za 

enquiries Alana Duffell-Canham 

telephone +27 21 866 8000 fax +27 21 866 1523 

email aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za 

reference SSD14/2/6/1/8/4/POSaldanha_3rdTippler_Transnet 

date 21 June 2013 
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Dr Norbert Klages 
Gibb Public Participation Office 
 
By email: orextippler@gibb.co.za 
 
 
Dear Dr Norbert 
 
Re: Proposed 3rd Tippler and associated infrastructure, Port of Saldanha (Transnet Iron Ore 
Tippler 3) – Draft Basic Assessment Report. 
 
CapeNature would like to thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposed activity and 
wish to make the following comments: 
 

1. The site for the proposed tippler and associated infrastructure appears to be covered by 
Saldanha Flats Strandveld.  Although the List of Threatened Ecosystems published at the 
end of 2011 under the National Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (NEMBA) 
actually lists Saldanha Flats Strandveld as Vulnerable (and no longer Endangered as listed 
by the South African vegetation map) CapeNature has recently undertaken to reinvestigate 
the remaining extent of these vegetation types. It was found that Saldanha Flats Strandveld 
only has 36% of its original extent remaining – it thus meets the criteria for listing as 
Endangered in terms of Section 52 of the Biodiversity Act. 
 

2. Although the tippler site has been largely degraded and lies between a road and railway, it 
is unclear from the information provided exactly what other areas (location and size) will be 
affected by activities such as the relocation of the bridge as well as the condition of the 
vegetation on these sites.  Site offices, laydown areas, storage areas for rubble after 
demolition etc. all need to be identified and indicated as part of the EIA process along with  
photographs and a detailed description of all sites (not just the tippler alternatives) to be 
affected by this proposed development.  
 

CapeNature reserves the right to revise initial comments and request further information based on 
any additional information that may be received. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alana Duffell-Canham 
For:  Manager (Scientific Services) 

SCIENTIFIC SERVICES 

postal Private Bag X5014 Stellenbosch  7599 

physical Assegaaibosch Nature Reserve Jonkershoek   

website www.capenature.co.za 

enquiries Alana Duffell-Canham 

telephone +27 21 866 8000 fax +27 21 866 1523 

email aduffell-canham@capenature.co.za 

reference SSD14/2/6/1/8/4/POSaldanha_3rdTippler_Transnet 

date 26 July 2013 
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29th August 2013 

 

To: GIBB Public Participation Office: Transnet Iron Ore Port EIA  

PO Box 3965, Cape Town, 8000  

Tel: +27 21 469 9294 (Mon – Fri 09h00 – 16h00)  

Fax: 086 242 0278  

Email: orexport@gibb.co.za 

REF: J31459/3230/GF/mp 

 

RE: BirdLife South Africa’s comments on the provision of a third tippler and 

associated infrastructure at the Port of Saldanha. 

  

BirdLife South Africa would like to provide comments on the abovementioned 

development application and specifically the Draft Basic Assessment Report. 

 

BirdLife South Africa recognises the need for development in this municipal 

region, and in particular the need for job creation within the region. However 

BirdLife South Africa supports sustainable development which will not jeopardise 

the long-term future of the environment and socio-economic conditions of this 

area.  

 

BirdLife South Africa also recognises that this region has been identified as part 

of the Saldanha Industrial Development Zone and the export of Iron Ore is a vital 

income earning activity for the country. However there are concerns regarding 

this development which should be addressed in a full Environmental Impact 

Assessment and the associated Environmental Management Plan. The reasons 

for BirdLife South Africa’s concern regarding this application include: 

 

• The presence of threatened vegetation types and a Critical Biodiversity 

Area as outlined in the Draft Basic Assessment Report. The presence of the 

endangered Saldanha Flats Strandveld is cause for concern since this 

vegetation type is not well protected, and construction activities would 

no doubt impact negatively on the vegetation, as all tippler alternatives 

are located within this vegetation type (Page 5 Impact Assessment 

Report).  

• In addition the 11Kv Powerline location within the endangered Saldanha 

Limestone Strandveld is further cause for concern and results in a further 

loss to biodiversity.  
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• Due to the fact that “construction activities may result in damage to or 

the destruction of endangered vegetation types” (Page 5 Impact 

Assessment Report Appendix F) BirdLife South Africa would support the 

preferred alternative (Alternative 1), as this has the lowest impact on the 

vegetation.  

  

The site is located to the north of the global Important Bird and Biodiversity Area 

SA 105; West Coast National Park and Saldanha Bay Islands. The Langebaan 

Lagoon and the Saldanha Bay Islands provide important habitat for a number of 

different bird species including threatened, endemic and significant 

congregatory populations.  

 

The threatened species include Greater and Lesser Flamingo, African-Marsh and 

Black Harrier and Caspian Tern, among others. The Important Bird and 

Biodiversity Area hosts up to 15 different species in significant numbers (greater 

than 0.5% of the total biogeographic population of that species).  

 

A full list of these species can be made available. Many of these species are 

migratory birds who travel from Europe to over-winter in South Africa. The 

protection and conservation of these species is therefore not only a national 

issue, but of global importance and re-iterated by South Africa’s involvement on 

various multi-lateral treaties specifically the African-Eurasian MigratoryWaterbird 

Agreement.  

 

In addition this site is a designated Ramsar site, and thus is considered to be a 

wetland of international significance. South Africa as a signatory to the Ramsar 

convention has a responsibility to provide for the conservation and wise-use of 

such wetlands.  

 

The proximity of the development to the Important Bird and Biodiversity Area 

and Ramsar site is not recognised in the Draft Basic Assessment Report and 

BirdLife South Africa would therefore request that full consideration of the 

impact on these be given in the Environmental Impact Assessment.   

 

 

Regards, 

 

 
 

Carolyn Ah Shene-Verdoorn 

Policy & Advocacy Manager 

BirdLife South Africa 
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29 August 2013
GIBB Public Participation Office
P.O Box 3965
Cape Town
8000
Email:orextippler@gibb.co.za
Fax: 086 242 0278

Comment on the Draft Basic Assessment Report for the
Proposed Provision of Third Iron Tippler Port of Saldanha

DEA 14/12/16/03/03/01/895

Dear GIBB Public Participation Office

Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to comment on the draft Basic Assessment Report for the
above proposed development.

The Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve (CWCBR), of the UNESCO: Man and Biosphere Programme, aims to
implementing sustainable development principles along the West Coast, in addition to integrating rapid
growth with biodiversity and heritage conservation. The CWCBR extends from the Diep River in the south to
the Berg River in the north and inland to Malmesbury and therefore the proposed development is located
within the CWCBR. In this regard, the CWCBR would like to comment as follows:

Biodiversity and Ecology

 The development layout must be determined by the environmental sensitivity of the site. Buffer
zones must be provided for around areas identified as high conservation value to buffer against
edge effects. The delineation of the areas of high conservation value must be undertaken by the
botanical specialist.

 All listed alien plants must be removed from the property in accordance with the Conservation of
Agricultural Resources Act (CARA) (Act 43 of 1983).

 Roads going through natural vegetation cannot be used and no construction of new roads is
allowed passing through the natural vegetation

Planning

 The proposed development must comply with spatial development frameworks and other
municipal and provincial spatial planning and zoning schemes. Motivation must be provided for any
deviation from these planning frameworks. Industrial developments must be located in areas zoned
for industry.



Green Technology

 The Basic Assessment report must detail a cradle to grave approach with regard to making use of
green technology and greening principles. This entails employing the above-mentioned principles in
all aspects and all phases of the development, starting from the sourcing of the products until the
exit of the manufactured product. Therefore in the Final Basic Assessment report it must be
detailed how environmentally friendly principles have been applied to the following (amongst
others):

o The raw materials sourced that are used at any stage of the process (including credentials
of suppliers)

o Transportation (including vehicle emissions and damage to roads from heavy-duty trucks)
o Construction of any buildings or structures
o All processes required for the manufacture of products
o Use of alternative technologies as opposed to placing further burden on the provision of

bulk services
o Waste production and removal (including the end-point of waste materials)
o Contributions by the company to upgrading of municipal and/or national bulk

infrastructure where alternative technologies are not possible.
o Specialist studies must be undertaken and included in the Final Basic Assessment Report on

the impact of air, noise, surface water, groundwater, smell and visual pollution.
o Contributions by the company to environmental and social programmes

Socio-Economic Development

 The project must make use of local labour. Statistics of the origin of labour used in both
construction and operation must be reported on a monthly basis at the Environmental Monitoring
Committee (EMC) meetings and/or to the Environmental Control Officer (ECO).

 Potential contributions by the company to social and economic upliftment should be detailed in the
Final Basic Assessment Report

 Potential contributions to local gross domestic product (GDP) and total jobs created should be
detailed in the report.

Tourism

 The West Coast has been identified as an area that has high potential for economic growth in both
the industrial and the tourism sectors. These sectors are however not always compatible. A
specialist impact assessment must be undertaken on the impact of the development on tourism.

Monitoring

 An independent Environmental Control Officer (ECO) must be appointed to oversee the
construction phase and operational phase of the development. Monitoring must be according to
the approved Environmental Management Plan (EMP) and monthly reports must be submitted by
the ECO indicating compliance or non-compliance.

 An Environmental Monitoring Committee (EMC) must be established that includes representatives
of the developers, DEA&DP, the ECO and civil society. The EMC should meet on a monthly basis and
the ECO must present the monthly report. The EMC should continue through to the operational
phase of the development.

 A monitoring programme must be established to determine the potential increase of pollutants
emitted by the proposed development. This must include baseline data from prior to the initiation
of operations.

 A search and rescue programme for fauna and flora must be undertaken prior to any clearing of
vegetation. The specimens must be relocated to the natural area within or adjacent to the



development. Search and rescue specimens must be transplanted as soon as possible to ensure
survival.

Membership of the Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve

 GIBB Pty Ltd is hereby encouraged to become members of the CWCBR whereby a mutually
beneficial relationship can be formed.

The Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve withholds the right to submit further comment as additional
information regarding the development in question becomes available.

The Cape West Coast Biosphere Reserve withholds the right to submit further comment as additional
information regarding the development in question becomes available.

Regards,

Jacques vd Merwe
Conservation Manager: CWCBR








